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“THE LIFE OF FERNANDO woon,"
il

WHAT WAS WRITTEN AND WIEAT OMITTED:
S il S

THE LOST CHAPTERS OF LIVY,

S e

FHE MISSING DETAILS BRIEFLY SUPPLIED.
S e—

This volume of 5 pa zes, appropristely written hy
the suthor of ' Blondetone,” waa published simolta
neouely with the Biogmphy of James G e dlon Benuett
aad vo doubt wi'l go down to posterity side by wide
with its companion volume, Tha life of o0l A man
as Feroando Wood, bowever, containg 100 masy mo-
rals for the rising gener:tion not to be dwalt upon long
Dbefore posterity begius 1o siudy ita deta’: and we
shall beg pardon of our eolumus for coe day in not
only digesting the book hefore us bt ;-i-l;ug such
later facts 8s are veceseary to o full noderstnndig of
the subject. '

The volume iz dedicated, !.l] permission,” o the
Hop. Edwarg Everctt, aad no doubs bas & place (o bis
Bbrary in very elegant bindiog.  Upon the back of the
copy before us, however, is & gilt figure of Justice
holdivg seales—one of which is much lower *han the
other—and with both eyes bandaged, while the rizht
hand grasps a sturdy shillolab, Upon the widles is & vig-
pette of romarksble groupings: in the canter appears
the baat of the Mayor; #ronnd his head is & wreath of
laurel; under his breastbone is a scroll ingerbed
' Cometitution;" the American esgle ja screaming over
his left shoolder, sustainii g & bunel of arrows in bis
«laws, and baving his bill exterded angrily io the di.
rection of the “biographist;” & femnle figure ot the
right is blowing a horn wver his head sud bolding &
staff to which are affixed fwe flags—one bliwing north-

ward and the other sonthward, and underneath these
grovpings are the words, © rivh! makes might," The
motto s undeubted'y a misprivt of his fivorite senti-
ment, might makes right. The scroli is sarcastically
suggestive of his defeat on the Police grestion, The
screaming cagle is emblamatioal of the hunest popu'a-
tion of New-York. Tue wreath is typical of the first
merchants who requested him to be a candidn s, The
born is suggestive of his varions proclamations, The
woman represents the godidess of fortune, and the fage
flying vorthward and ronthward eminently eppropriste
to the position of the Buchanier party. 8o much for
the outside of the volume.

The first chapter is devoted to oue of the Mayor's
peculiar esanys, and {he bea lings are ** Natiooa! and
“ municipal governinent —pecul aritios of governnent
““ in the United States—pecolinr condition rad wants of
“ New York City.” Most of this cunpter bas heen from
time te time retsilod throuch the columos of 1'% He -
ald, Chapters 2 anrd 3 tell how Hesry Wood, a
Welsn Quaker, emigrated tothe new world i 1030, aud
founded the Fernondy family, He was, no doub, n
good man, aod stands ot the root of the same fumily
tree which bay bad a thestricsl munsger, a lottery
dealer and an ind'cted felon for recent Sranches,

The father of the presont Maoyor was a merchunt io
Philadelphin, who, enduring bankruptey, rouned to
Kentucky, Missomi, New Orlears and Havoon, end,
finally, pettled in New-York, Tae old ichabitauts of
Market atrect still remember him as a very houest old
gentleman, who died in 1832, The Mayor was born at
Philndelplia in 1812, When one year old **lis was
vinited with tevere inesa,” The fatlier was told by
the physicians that Fernando (who had been g0 numed
from his mother's gecing the name in the then popular
romance of the “ Throe Spaviards ), wast die, where-
apon ** he fell upon Lie koces avd with tears plead to
“@God for the life of bis child, su! Ged Leard his
“'prayer and in His pity granted it So says the
biographer; but readers will remember ru old super-
stitiun about clildren raved by payer to become
eurses in afler life. The youug boy, at sight, was duly
bricked by Mr. James Shea, who aiterward becawe
such a terror to the boys of Columbia College Gram-
mar Sehool. We believe Mr, Shea is not now alive to
be a-sbea-wed of his pupil. At the age of 13 the
young Fernando entered an “exchange office.”
‘Whether thin was of the stamp which, while he ha.
been Moyor, buve very extensively been petted, th«
biographer (who, no doubt, knows ull about the myn
teriua little broker shops alout town), does not tell
us, There is, 8t page 43, an unctnove meotioo made
of the young man while temporarily st Harrishurgh,
Virginia, ** knockivg down a Virgioia Sate Senetor
in & row with a coair, for which he was imp:isoued.
This is probe bly thrown into the volume as & rep for
the Jim living crowd of readers. On & succeeding
page, soother queer ineident is thrown ip, which mest
be given verbat'm:

“ He bad begun to rmoke at thirtoon yours of age,
and the habit had attained to s precosious iovetersiy.
Now leaning over the rail of the Philadelphia steam-
bout enjoying bis cigar, about the twenticth for the
day, be was cccosted by & benmevolent looking old

ker.
*** Friend, thee smokes & good deal,’ quoth Lroad-

“'Yen,' Ferando coufessed he did,

1 'Well, don't thee smoke aoy more,’

S won't,’ wax the reply, and the balf smoked eigar
was committed to the deep, end s resolution framcd
which bas never since been broken'!!”

Ladies and the civilized world in geners! will wish
that this Quaker had trlveledim-vre extensively; for
oeriainly a more remmkable couversion is not on ree-
ord since the days of Suul of Tursus, But if Fer-
navdo Wood never smoked cigars, there is abuudant
evidence of bis smuking the community pretty efiuci-
ually, In corious opposition to his reform, Le is stated
to have almost immediately goue to Richwond, Vir-
ginis, and takeu chiarge of a tobucco factory. Iis
mext move was toward theatricals, and for vearly a
yesr he was upon the stage. What parts be played
the biographier does not mention, but perhape “The
Apostate,” “‘The Black Privce,” and “ Don John
(the villain in *“ Much Ado About Nothing ') were as
excellent and suitable parts as he could have exlocied.
But the managers shelved him, and Lo thep came to
New-York and established himeelf successivoly as a
elgar dealer and nsm vender of grog in the Fourth
Ward. Rom was the meaus of settiog him up in the
world, and those who have had the * plessure’ of
dinipg with him since his sccession to the Meyorn ty
remember bow keen and exquirite ie bis se'ection of
wize and other bitters, Ram got him into politics,
too, and the primary pecple immediately recognized in
him an usscrupulous sily sod an wiprincipisd wire-
puller. 8o, promotion soon came, and in a faw yeurs
he had bovuded up to & nowioation for Congress,

This was sbout the period of bis firat marringe
over which the biographer has very considerciel
thrown the mantle of  chasity and silenco. A divore
ended this domestic chiapter, and so wo shiall mako n
further mention of details, which probably wore em
bittered Mr. Wood's life than have ever his digicoltie
with the crimin ' . ourts,

Mr. Wood's confreres in Congress were Jok
MecKeon and Judge Rooeoy elt, neithor of whow, afe
their political counection ended, would have arythiu
whatsoever to do with him—a very £ commentar
on their social intercourse. The biography woul
make out that he enjoyed the friendehip of John
Quincy Adams and Henry Clay while iz Covgress;
but, fortunately for the statewent, both of these geo-
tlemen ware dead at the time of its pubilication. Tus
Lie is therefore a very chesp one, end csn be refated
any moming by a call on Mr. McKeon, who eag tell
to the crossing & “t "' wiar Lis life in Washington was,

To believe the biography, Nr. Wood's caresr in
Congresse was & serier of triumphs o the floor aod
In commiltee; socordingly, vre-quarter of the
volume is devoted to three speeches on ** Bauk,”
“Tariff " and ** Naval Reforn," which will nol, we
vesture to iny, sppear in the tweuty woluwes of
Beoton's ‘' Debates,” if the old veteraun lives long
enough o come down o 188 in his colicetion. The

hes, however, seem to fill op & remarkable Lig-
tus by the blographer of fourters years of Mr. Wood's
e, for ‘the take the reader directly from the
Capitol 10 the City Hall, and, In justice Lo the wsb.
jeet, we must fill up this remazkabie void,

Afrer peturning (rom Washington, Me, Wool 141
Jearned severa) tricky, and Le woers Pach o vede, L

" Wiy goint that the coe’ories feom 15)

ppiva
np doilars occasionally dan-
blivg io Nis oM cachasges buaineas. " Darng ape of
theae years, he kept an nocount £l one of the hanks,
aud the arconnt was 1ather that of & picker up of on-
eonsdered trittes than that of & uillloname, Onedar, 8
deticit of over a thousnnd dilers was disesvered i n
custumer's aconunt, and search wia made through all
the Lioks, high and low, to find it—at first withons
suceims, But a2 lepgth tha identiosl sum, with a few
dollars added, was foond to hnve hoen checksd oat by
Mr. Wood, who naver before had drawn <0 larz: s
sum. Inguiry was made: ab first be equivocated on
the subject. but, aa bis pasihook contaired to such
“day eotry,” but merely liad it added in a balanes
eartied from the ** Journal,” the future aesoeiste of
Mike Murray & Co. was rathes comerad and, on
prosecution beirg waived, gave up the plander. For
some days, the thing berame o matter of fin wcial gos.
sip in Wall street, nnd the vietim tiied to treat itasn
joke, but even the lame ducks of that Hpmacnlsie
streat cot fessed that the joke was n very melaneaoly
one,

Califirnia was next looming up in the golden di<tance.
Mr. Wood had warrisd sgain—and a very extimahle
Iady from Auburn, N Y.—and smwong his rural ac-
quairiayees was a gentleman numed Edward E. Mar-
vine, of that Jovely villega of the Cayuga plain, Mr.
M. had some flonting capital, and, of conrse, it was
very natural to thirk of putting it afloat in & ship and
eargo for California, when his nex friend Wind, withall
that superfluity of thetorie for waich be is famnous ia pro-
clamations, painied the profits of the new El Dorado.
The commercisl world bad all heard of Taomas O,
Larkin, Urited § atea Consul 8t San Freocizco, aod
when Waod sliowed Marvine a litter from this Larkin,
tcommenditg  certain ventures, Marviie was con-
vineed, Now, this letter hins sines heen proven to be
a forgery and u falsetoken, bat it was * & good enough
Morgun'* for the occasion, Accordingly, Marvine prom-
ited to go linives, and Wood wasto buy a ehip, stock
it and send it to the Vacifie. The story is pretty famil-
int now-n-dnys, and the readers of the Trincse anve
pervsed it lime and ngain. At all events, in the Octo-
ber term of the Saperior Court Mr. Curtis Noyes wiil
be called upon, for the bexefit of the political world in
acnert], and of Mr. Marvive in particular, to aguin
state the whele story from the sworn evidence taken
up on uppeal It is to be hoped that Mr. Noyes will
dross up the story sy handsomely a< he did that of
Huntivgton, a later felon oud & frecher forger in the
public ey, Marvive was vot only cuped in the end,
but swindled. The false token which begat the confl-
derce was followed vp by the felie pretenses which on
final settlemert obteived a doulle allowance of moncy
from Marvive, In November, 1551, Marvine procured
an indictment., The cbarges were plain and posi-
tive wnd the proof was hoavdy : but the eulprit
dived ot face the facts, He moved to quash
the indietment because on ite face it appeared
thet three years hed clapsed since the commission
of the alleged offense.  Messrs, Whiting and  (gden
1offuan appenred for him, and, after lenrned refine-
ments, the presiding Judge declared that ** time was
up by oue day " Thus Wood eaved his Sing-Sing
becon as Monarque won the ** Goodwood, " by a lengsth,
and Mervine und jastice were iu the condition of
Viyor and Prioress—very badly jockeyed, But Mar-
vine did not sleep here, but commencad a civil snit to
recover many thousand dollars, setting up all the
saude.  What is better, be proved them; nod John
Coclirane, 0s one of the referecs, was obliged to give
judgment affirming these frauds against Lis politisal
crony. Tuie is the suit now on appeal before the Sa-
perior Court, auvd these are some of the matiers
owitted from the biography, like the missing chapters
of Livy. Norare the words crtera deont interpo-
lated to explain. Nor are any of the “stus' Mr,
Wood must have seen during their transaction inserted,
Not even & passivg mention is mede, with the com-
mentary of * persecution,”

But aleo durirg these fovrtecn yenrs of biographical
silence Mr, Wood's political ambition bad not slum-
bered. He was determived to be Mayor of Now-York
City. Inthe Autumn of 1850, greatly totlie chagrin of
bis ewn party and to the estonishment of & | clnsses,
Lie wee nominated for Mayor ageiost A. C. Kingsland.
He hiad quietly packed his delegations and came np as
little joker. lustantly the record of bis peculine
trapsactions regarding bis bank and parteership ac-
connts were made public, aud he sufiered an inlorious
defeat, But our hero has ooe virtus—teuarity of pur-
pose, The burglar who fifty times triee the safo of &
banker in pot more coustant o his plens than is
Mr. Wood to bis own desires.  He set himself
down to be Mayor. One term passed by and
another esme,  The Know-Nothing orgsaization had
sprung into existence, and to the Niveteouth Ward lodze
Le came one nigtt seeking admittance, aud, afzer duly
awearing hostility to the Roman Catholies aud cternal
allegiance to all the Grand Moguls of the Native party,
took lis reat nmong the faithful. Ope night he was
at the Council damuing the Pope, and the next he was
in the Coal Hole of Tummany Hall toasting him with
the Mickey Frecs of the Fourth and Sixth Wards, His
old eaperience with the sock sud buskin here came
into excellent play, and no actor ever played the hypo.
crite to greater perfection. Fur a time, hie was saceess.
ful. Indeed, he hed been in the County Nominating
Convention of the Know-Nothir g8, balloted for Mayor,
and when beaten by Jamwes W. Barker pracefally
arvse and, ackoowledging the “corn’ of his defeut,
eave in bis adbesion to the American faith and was
baptized anew,  Tammany was goveroed then by the
Sinmeec Twivs of Hards and Softs,  The Hards pre-
sented Wilkon (. Hurt for Mayor (faleely stated in the
bicgraphy to bave been nominated ouly by the Reform-
erv), but the 8ofts had been molded by Fernando Wood,
Brother Ben and the exchange offices, There was an
election with four cendidates, and * Barker™ was
beaten by tle “biter.”  “Beaten on the veturns,”
enid Chaupcey Shafler in a speech after the canvass;
and of this there was vo doubt,  The tirst flagract case
of mltering returns (by diminishing one of the candi-
dates to the extant of & few votes to the profit of
another) war here made public; for the poll had been
too well watched by the * Huut * party to sllow of
the * ballot-box stufiog * aod “‘rotaticg wvoters,”
which cn subscquent elections were introdaced under
the auspices of the Mayor's party.

The wolowe befure us takes up the thread of bio.
graplicel pareative from the induetion into> the Mayor-
alty, end from this point goes on the latter balf of the
volume, full of proctamations and inverdoes of exlogy,
to which the allusions of bis Congressiona! career wore
o= puloratus to pruseic scid.  Toe break is amply sup.
plied by the periods pompous and estbusiastic whick
flow from the pen of the suthor of ¥ Bloodstoue,” and
it must iave boen under the exbilaration of thei- read-
ing that the men-hants made v their csrd !

The bi-".:!‘llp_hj‘ shows conclusively how the Mayor
Lepan with his penduluny of government af the ex-
treme end of refuim, avd then allowed it gradually to
come beek to the other estreme of munivipal rascality
and peculation, instead of rising by slow sradations
llllt' puint at which he siarted.  His first message, con-
l_ﬂmtd. in “.'m' pages, is everythicg a prople cl'n!d de-
sire, Oug taere 2 no! one ssuele line on 1ot which kis
admaovistration Ras yot Jalsified J‘,-,_-,‘ heginning to
evd, And we vouture to sseert that there is no maa
bis frivad to-dey who was u iriend to him s year ago,
A vow dynasty has come to his bosom, and ail the o'd
friends be bad have Teft Lim.  As it is one pes aliarity
of V'ernatdo Wood to say one thing aud d) soother, se
itis Lis peculisrity nevertokeep & friond or acontilany
levger thau it is necessary to use him, and then throw
him nway, unless tie alarm bas firt been taken by the
other side. In the Winter of 18, a dining party
assemblod at bis bouse.  Those present were Geners)
Seott, Washirgton Irving, Horatio Seymour, Joha
Van Buren, lsaac V. Fowler, Lorev.o Shepard, James
M. Smith, George Bancrofl, R shert J. Dillon, and
James F. Cooley. The ovited list yet livea in the
handwritig of Wiliam M. Cocke, eay, Mayor's ex.
Clerh; but of sll these ramee there (= not ovs but
represen’s ab opas kad svawel oether oi Faeade

JEAE were. 5 prs ¢ name and huviness aa 5 a0

marehart) ho mes inyinge

Waed, sod v e of tiem men whom ts ®
Thia fact cufficiently nttests the ofisf
friepdahipe.

How he Bamhoozied he Temperance mana Jdtrea
thelignor deale ps—teu he honght ands dBIW
bow be had tricked Sickied an ! Bastesd —bow he mai-
aged the Joseph Waker inyetery—how he 2o up t59
Common Couneil bribery vases, and thea let the Canr
iua lurch for the proper evidence, emling by wnticg 4
leiter for Avsor, Herrick aa ** Storokeeper! —how e
hombugged the citizens with bis police and ‘ken hum-
bugged tke police with the citizens—how he ave the
mode] medals and hised earringoe—how he appointed
Lien Fairehild aod Brother Ben his finaneinl whippers-
in—hew hie loaned money to Judge Stuart 04 mort-
gsood property in hepes to get police votes u lo Chols
well—how he sgain and ncain hamboozled Judge
Capror—how he threw off Reconler Smith—how ae
bargained with Bennett for the pomization, elsction
and rupport of Rumsell—how he made 8 foray on the
model artists adjeining Brother Ben's property in
Granid street—how he removed Capt. Williog for ven-
turing to serve the gambling warrants of Juilge
Capron—how he intrigued for the Governorship and
got beaten—bow he worked through ‘' Small” nnd
lubored through ** large-ess " at A bany for the nomis
pation of United Statea Senstor—how he decimated
the Grand Jury list of his enemies an substituted the
strange faces of his friende—how he unfortunately ex-
posedd bis hand to Lorenzo B. Shepard end got de-
potnced—how be eaused to be drawn up the very City
Hall, Central Pk and Bupervitor acts in 1856,
which in 1%57 he denonnced becazse they cut
off Lis patropaze—how he tried to cheat Harmry
Howard as rorivee for Receiver of Tases and got
s’ d—bow hetried to floor his old friend Ald. Browa
for Tax Commissicner, kol wes beaten at hia own
came—how be wes discovered at Washington aud
turred eut to the party commens by President Da-
chigynm, to whont fie addressgd an insultiog note on his
deparigre—how he prom’zed to resign if the Police
bitl pasced and didu't, after his threns had contributed
more than anythivg el to it passnge—how the new
charter is almost & copy of his 0w, heas the right of
the Common Counell to levy nod collect taxes at
pleasure oud of hims<!f 10 appoint an autocratic exec-
tive ceuneil of Departments, and muke Coutroller aud
Covose! deperdent on bis will—how he quarreled with
his old fiiend Juy Jarsis of the Citizens Bavk to take
up with the new love of the Shoe and Leathor Bank,
where Brother Ben and crony Hed zes are concerned—
bow he etuck to the City Treasury to put gas lampa
allthe way out to Lis bouse nesr Seventy-nioth straet
ard no ferther—liow be macaged the Iospectors aud
baliot-boxes at the last election—how he iunstrocted
certain Policemen et the divers polls=how he turaed
out Capt. Halpin, who hsd been to Lim a faithful ser-
vanl—how he assessed the Police for his election as
Mayor and for the Police contest—bow io bisown
office he polled the Cenrt of Appeals politically, and
were careless enouph to drop the bit of paper evidene
ig it, which iz s1ill in exictepce—t/ieo-—all these are
pot to be found in any published biography of Fer-
vendo Weod, DBut if rumor speak truly, before many
weike elapse thoee and other details in bis career well
kuown in vericus circles will be presented to the world
boyond the possibility of bush money.
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THE GANSEYOORT TRANSACTION,
— - ——
HISTORY OF THE JOB.
e
THE CONTROLLER'S COMMUNICATIONS.
—_——
JUDGE MITCHELL'E OPINION.
——
ATTEMPT T0 REPTRCIASE THE PROPERTY.
-

In puerenence of our obligatione to the public
to let the licht shine upon the dark places in
the City Hall, and show upin their true colors the
grand **operntions ' there undertaken at the expense
of the tax-peycrs, we tuin our attention to the famous
Foit Gancevoort jub, and present & suceinct history
of the trapsaction.

That the present Common Council, in large majority,
sre wakive bold efforte to vie with, and far surpass the
old “* Forty," is quite apparent. Extensive schemes
erc on foot to defraud the city out of huodreds of
thousende of dollars, and incrense the taxes to an
smoont never coptemplated, and all these will be ear-
1ied ont if eome strenuous action ie not taken to pre-
vent their consummaticn.

The public sre well informed un the Lowber trans-
sction, Next to that on the programme stands the
(iapsevoort Property, by which the Common Council
want to meke the ever patient tax payers pay $30,000
for lands decided to belong to the city! As the meas-
ure has already passed the Board of Aldermen, it may
be expected up thissession in the Board of Councilmen
for a coneurrence. -

THE TRANSACTION ORIGINATED, .

Ou the U@ of August, 1852, Alderman Sturtevant of
the celebented ** Forty ' rose in Lis seat with Lis char-
acicristic dipuity and preserted 8 pecition, which pur.
peated to be from D. B, Martin, to purchase the piece
of lond between Twelfth and Gausevoort streets, North
Biver, and bad it referred to the Committee on Fi-
pance, On the swme day, a petition of H, R, Conklin,
for the same, was presented; and subsequently other
applications were sent in, sorie of them perliaps genu-
ine, but most of them believed to be bogus, just to
give a little spparcent izterest to the object. The Com-
mittee, ou the 10th of November following, reported
that they found it would be to the interest of the city
to sell the property, and recommended that it be sold
to Mr, Martin, the Sinking Fund Commissioners fixing
the price. A wotion to sell it by auction, according to
inw. wos lest; but finally this report was referred
back, The plot thickeped, lubbyistsa came into the
Hall fren different quarters, private negotintions and
chempague cuppers followed, and on the 17th No-
vember the subject came up again, iu the shape of a
petition fur the purcbase, with the vame of Reuhen
Lovejoy, & respectable hotel-keeper, nppended to it.
This was referred to the same Committee.  Mr, Love-
joy was apprised the samwe uight that he bad been
mude a **eatspaw’” of, and that his name wounld
spfear next morning in the papers ns an appli-
caut for the Guosevoort property, The opject be-
ing caplaived by cne of Lis boarders, that the prop-
oty would, if ewarded to that epplication, be pur.
chinsed and paid for by Sineon Draper, Mr, Loveojy
mede no ohjections, al'hough he was oot to reap any
of the {ruits of the operntion.

Um the ‘Mth of the same wooth, the Committes
(Bard ard Oakley) roported sgain, srguing like law-
yers agninst the property, that it Lad coet the city the
pum of $98,921 24 fur & bulkbend built upon it, sed
for making ore-half of Twelf b strect, $35,000, Yer
they would sell it for $100 000! Oce excuse was that
the lsnd was “under water,” the property needed
tilling vp, and their object in recommending the dis-
poral of it was to relieve the city from the expense of
6iling the sawe; nud because, us soun a¢ #0ld, it would
become to b, And then this wise and calculating
Committee added: ** The property in quastion is not,
“wor will it, in the opision of your Committee,
* be required for public use.” They, bowever, leit it
for the Sinkipg Fund Commissioners, of whom Ald
Iiard (one of the Committes, was 8 member, to decide
vpon the price.  Their resolution was to ell the prop-
erty “to 1. R. Martin, or either of the applicants.”
Ald. Denman moved to awend by addivg, " D, R.
* Martip and others,” aod insert ** 8t public auetion,
which wae, of course, lost. Ald. Denwan moved
ancther smendsient to sell to any spplicant, ns well as
those named, which was earricd. The subject was
then laid on the table.

HOW TIIE WIRES WERE OPERATED,

To get an ides of the proceedings behind the eur-
tain during the above proposed pegotistions, we will
take & peep into the testimony taken in private by
Recorder Tillon in his celebrated investigatisn in 1854,
Te expose and punish official corraprion was thea the
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imingte thimielree Inr
progerty operation, Jaunes B, Ta;
vtand, and eald he was an applicant for the lands in
question, his artartion being tirst called to the object
by a resolution which passed the Board of Aldermen,
directing & <ale of the property Heoffered in bis
own uame $100,000, and ke bad a conversation with
Mr. Diaper aud Mr. Vanum befora sending in bis
jetition, They ngreed to joio him in the purchass; it
was nnderstond Mr, Dryper waa to take tha tith,
After this spp cation, which was direetly to the Conw
missioners of the Sivking Fund, he nad some talk with
the members of that body, but not before then, The
spplicaion of Revben Lovejoy was put in at hisre.
quest, and Mr, Loveioy covsented that when the sals
wak made, if te Litn, the conveysues should be male
to Mr, Dreper. Ty the question whether there wen:
means need to indoce Alderman Bard to favor his
spplication, he d:d not keow.  All he knew on the
aubject he had communicated to ex-Alderman A, H.
Sehultz, What the nature of this information was
Mr. Taylor declined to answer, by the advice of coun-
s¢l, on the grourd that it might have a tendency to
eriminate himself.

An srgoment was here had by eounsel, as to eom-
pellivg Mr, Taylor to answer the question, and it was
decided that witcees might, under the excus he
claimed, decline apswering,

Ex-Ald. Sacaltz, who was also vaderstood to be an
spplicet and interested in the purchase, as woll ms,
with Mr. Taylor, sn active lobbyist aroand the Com-
men Coureil chambers, was the next ealled at this
wvestigation, He finct called on Mr. Taylor, to ar-
rovge with bim for the purchasc—they were both to
be interested in the operation. Mr. Taylor was to
make provislon for raisicg the veccesary funds, Part
of the plan to cefeat Martin and obtain the laud was

Lat Mr, Schuliz would ““tale care of twe Aldermen,
and Taylor was 1o ser Bacd acd others,” but oy
thing further on the sulject this witness e'so declined
to answer: his memery did oot serve Lim, anl he
warted time to reflect.  This wr=on the 3ikh of Moy,
1974, and on the 1ith of June followiog Mr. Schuliz s
exnmination wes resumed, when the fullowing signiti-
capt dialogue tock place:

(). What was the plen arranged between you and
“Inzlor 5 {0 the means you shoold vse to defeat Mar-
tin and to procure the grant for yoursadves !

A, 1declie to answer that question, on the ground
'Lbnt the BUEWET INAY tend to criminate me.

(). Was the plan sdopted subsequently earried out®

A. I decline to answer, upon the ground that the
sn-wer may tend to eriminate me,

Q. Wae there any money used, and if so, how much,
for the purpore o procuring the inthience of avy
memwber of the Fieapee Comipiti=e or Comutesion-
ers of the Sipking Fund, for the purpose of procuring
that grant /

A. I declite 1o answer, npen the grouud that the
svewer may tend to eriminate me,

. Have you any kuowledge of any money, prop
erty, or other valunbile thing being given oc proubead
to be given to any wember of the Commwon Covucil,
either directly or iedircetly, to influence any vote or
vites, which ruy of toem were to, or did give, ou suy
peblic subject in which you were not persounlly in-
terested |

A. 1 donpot recollect mpy ingtance coming to my
koo wledge, except what I have heard from Juiess
Taylor,

3r. Silas C. Herviog testitied that e, Taslor hul
been to see Lim, to bave bLim join in the purchase in
question, but be declived; yet during his ahsenea from
the city, shortly afterward, a petition, with Mr. Her-
rirg’s name forzed to it, was prepared sod sent to the
Comwmissioners of the Binking Fund, offering §135,000
fur the property.

Reuben Lovejoy testified to having sent his name in
to the Common Council as an applics t, without twn-
tioning terms; that the grant was made to his name,
but he mude no movey out of the operation. He had
the fitle made out in Mr. Draper’s pame, and s doubt
presenting iteelf whether Mr, Draper, as a Goveraor
of the Alms House, could legally purchase the lnnd,
he was subsequently induced to have the title made to
Joreph B. Varnum and snother party whose pame Le
did not recollect.  Mr. Lovejoy furtber teetified that
ore evening James B. Taylor came into his office aad
eaid he had that day given his check for 1.000. to
one of the persons having the selling of the property,
to keep soother man's bid, which was much higher
than nis, from being handed in,  Mr. Taylor farther
told Lim that it would cost bim from $40,000 to $70,000
to get this operation (the purchase of the Gansevoort
propesty) through the City Government.

WE RETURN TO THE CITY HALL,

Inthe proceedings of the Board of Alderman, Dee,
8, 1832, we find that the report directing the C'om-
missioners of the Sivking Fund to sell the property to
Martin or any others, a« amended, was called up and
adopted on division as follows:

AFFIRMATIVE—Moore, Haly, Stortevant. Borr, Twoed,
Cowpton, Lrisley, Fraueis, Bmith, Praresll, Bard, Ward, Cornell,
Doberty urd Peck—15

KEGATIVE=Boyes sud Depman—2,

The paper was then seut to the Board of Assistants,
where the lubbyists bad everything satisfactorily ar-
ranged, and on the 20th of the same month, the stu-

pentous joh was concurred in by the followiog vote:
AFFIRMATIVE=Brown, Tait Mabbat, O/Brien, Re dman,

Bresdon, Woudward, Ricg, Wells, Anderson, Bouton, Wright,

Burier. Rugers, Valentine, sud MeConkey—16,
NLGATIVE=McUown aud W heelan—2

The Meyor signed the document, as it passed Ly &
vota which would swamp his veto had he thomght
proper to interpese, and it was immedintely sent to the
Comamissioners of the Sinking Fund for consnmmation,
This Ywdy was then composed of Mayor Kirgsland,
Recorder Tillou, Controller Taylor, Chamberlain Koapp
and Ald. Bard, avd Aseistant Ald. Wells, Chairman of
the Finance Committee.

HOW TIE SINKING FUND COMMISSIONERS PUT IT
THROUGH.

Ou the “2d of December, these Commissioners took
up the paper from the Conanon Council, and laid the
#ubject over to the 21:h, when it was ngain taken up,
wpd proceedirgs bad to fix the terms. Twenty five
per rent of the purchase-money was to be paid on de-
livery of the deed, the balance to remain on bond and
mwortgoge, &c —the grantees to give the Corporation
the privilege of depositing cosl-ashes from the Fifth,
Eighth, Nisth, Fifteenth and Sixteenth Wards, sod
thus make lasd for the purchasers. The Rocorder ob-
jected to every proposition, and contended they were
ille zal, that the only legal sale would be at public auc-
tion, and wanted to advertise the property for sale,
hat bis suggestions were voted down. On this the
Recorder entered & protest sgainst the sale being made
iu the marper sought, aud the Commissioners ad-
ivurned to the 27th, Next meeling, the subject was re-
‘umed with revewed vigor. The Recorder offered a
¢-olution that the sum for the property be fixed at
§300,000, which was voted down, allthe Commissioners
oppesivg it ezcept the mover. The Recorder then
cffered 8 resolution that & minimum price be fized, and
Lat the bighest sum offered by & responsible bidder
sbove that figure be adopted as the price, which wis
plso Jeet.  Ald Baed ther offered & resolution fixing
T sum st £1060,000, which was eagerly ndopted, the
Recerder only dissenting. Mr. Lovejoy's applicstion
did not pame n bid, yet there had been @n under
standirz, and 8 rezolution was adopted (the Recorder
gissenting) that the Controller issue & grant for land
vrder water, including bulkhead, between (iansevoort
ond Twelfth streets, to Reuben Lovejoy, at the sam of
$160,000,

This resolution was carried into effect with ail possi-
ble dispatch, except that the title was made out in the
vame of Simeon Draper, instead of Lovejoy., Next
day it was discovered that Mr. Draper could not, 84 &
city official Lold the property, aud Controller Taylor,
without weitipg further seticn by the Commissioners,
assumed the responsibility of making the graut to
Joreph B. Varnum fustead of Mr, Draper,

WAS TS SALE LEGALY

This action is contended to be ove of the most glar-
ing illegalitics abozt the pegotiation. Yet the whale
proceedirg showed all eopceraed in the transaction,
except the Recorder, to have az utter disregard for
every provisivs aad ordnance for the protection of the
(:‘.:} - ﬂuhhn

The o: lipaztes—iTeh seitis, lue 4, of J6H, e

1.rwas put on the

1857.

prosely sa2 that all ssire frond #ctnta ol the nity
stal he at pobbe saction. Tha Counrmissmrpers, wers
the sale a leyal ors, ahoall bave agthonand the trans-
fer from Desper t0 Varunm, which the Costruller took
upen him: [ They wlone kad the power, and nol .'J.“.ﬁ
Controller. With the ttle thus tainted, it sseme plais

spough to any person of ordinary sense that the quit-

elaim of Draper to Varoom bad po validity, shat

Draper could pot bold the property, and that the sale

to Lovejoy waa irregular and totally ilegal.

THE SECOND PART OF THE JOB.

Under these circumstarces, it would satarally be ex-
pected by tax-payers that their agentsin the City Hall
would seek to vacate the bogue titls, and recluim the
city’s property. Bnt no: this eoursa would not be
ponsistert with modern Cominon Coupeile—It is **not
in their way,”” Inthe report of proceedings of the
Board of Counci'men, June, 1551, it will be fuand that
& messure had been sot oo foot to mpurchase the
property, to give the alleged purchasers & chance to
make 8 handsome profit in the operation, by paying
$303,000 for the same property for which they agreed
to pay $160,000, The purchasers from the Sinkiog
Furd had doubts of the validity of their title, and
would be glad to sell for s320,000 and interest, al-
though the same property is worth over half & mil
lon of dollars A committee, cousisting of Messra,
Vernilye, Kennedy, Conover, smith and Cooper, re-
potted in favor of the repurchase.

A GROWL FROM THE WATCH-Dot.

Coptroller Flagg (who had come into offies in 1353]
baving heard of this movement, apprised the Council-
men in an official communication that the sale to Mr.
Desper and others was invalid. He believed they
were under & misapprebension, and referred them to
an acconnt of the transaction io a report made by him
April 4, 1553, to the Commissionere of the Sioking
Foud. This document contaivs minute details of the
transaction and important arguments, butit is too long
for ovr present space.

The Councilmen were deterred from passing the
report they hadjfmade, snd the subject was dropped
for awhile, to await the action of the Supreme Couart,
the title being then under consideration, Some further
nttempts were made to lobby throngh a repurchase,
hut witkout success.

THE PROFERTY DECIDED TO BELONG TO THE
Ty,

On the %ith of March, 1855, the tithe was decided by
Judge Mitehell, of the Supreme Court, to be nall and
yoid, The Judge would not decide on all the puints,
considering the ove point that the property should
have been sold at public auction sufficient. His opin-
ion was short, bt copclusive. The case is before the
Geveral Term, and a decision may be expected very
shortly. Juldge Mitchell's decision was in the follow-
g words:

The irdividunl defendants should reconvey to the
Corporatien, by a title free trom all incnmbrances, and
with covenants against their own acts, and be repaid
the mwounts paid by them, with interest, and the
mortgage be satisfied, upless the Corporation rhonld
eleet to huve the m;peil{ sold st suction, and in &
mapner conformable to law, in which case the de-
feydunts would be bound by their purchase, unlees the
property should bring more than 160,000, and the
interest thereon,  The costs of the piaintifi’ should be
puid by the individual defendants; the Corporation
shou'd bear their own coste,

THE JOi IN THE PRESENT COMMON COUNCIL,

Yet in the face of the deeision and the facte of an
ilezal sale, the present Common Council, who, by
their incendinry resolutions, uided in keeping the city
ir & state of mob excitement and under arms for weekd
thi= Swwwmer, claimipg that the Legislatute had
wionged the city by taking swey much of its power,
comes boldly and abuses the power they already have,
by oifering to individunls 35,000 of the city's money
for Jand decided by the Supreme Court to be still the
propetty of the city, Here is our phalanx of city
guardisis, with & scheming politician for a leador, nak-
inz the honest voters of the country to have compas-
#ion, ard restore their rights—rights 1o coneive, plan-
der, awindle, and moke the tax-payers bear the bur-
den.

HOW THE ALDERMEN HAVE DONE IT.
O the Gth of July last, Alderman Bants presented

the following -
Fesolved, That & Speeisl Committes of five be 8 iinted bo
couter with the owers of the property between Ususevoort
s Twoltih strects, West atreet aud the Norith River, known
ps the Gause voort propetty, for the purpose of secertainiug sod
rportng on what terims and conditions the ssme can be pur-
chused by the Corporstion.

This was adopted, and at » subsequent meeting Mr,
Presisdent Clancy appointed as the Special Committes
Aldermen Bante, MeSpedon, Valentine, Steers and
Drake. This Committee lost no time in making & re-
port that biolds out no prospect for the city but to pay
$700,000,  These suges et up their opinion againet
that of the Supreme Coud in this way: ** Your Com-
mittee [they are induced to say ], after & earoful exam-
it ation, cannot concur in the view of Judge Mitcholl.”
The property was valued by A, J. Bleecker, Esq., at
015,000, yet the liberal ** propriators,” instend of eell-
ire it at auction for about this sum,offered it t) thecity
for 320,000, with interest, &e., making in all $393,000,
The Committer excuse their indecent haste by assertiog
that the city requires the property immediate for mar-
ket purposes, and to save time and legal difficultiea.

This report was ordere printed on the 20th of Jaly,
and after several efforts it was called up for action on
the 5th of August. Ald, Moneghan had the chair.
The docgment biaving been read, Ald. Tucker moved
to postpone the sabject until o decision could be made
in the General Tenm of the Supreme Court, which
motion was lost by a vote of 7 in the affirmative and 13
ni the negative.

Ald. Oweps moved to postpone to the fivet Monday
in Beptember, which wus also lost bytlie snme vote.

Ald. Blunt moved to lay ou the table, Lo,

Ald. Tucker opposed the rey The title,
accordine to Judge Mitchell, was invalil. The =ale
of the property by the Commissioners had bees, in
bis apinion, invalid, and it was the duty of the city
suthorities to awnit the fioal result, The report he
denounced aa entirely one sided, and disadvantageons
to the city., The pegotiation was another attempted
outrage upon the city treasury, and he hoped the pro-
juet would be voted down,

Ald. Banta eaid this property was wanted for the
purpose of & market, snd the city could ot wait for it
longer, The Committee looked upon it in 8 business
way, ard came to the conclusion that it was the
city’s interest to purshase it.

Al Blunt contended that the titl: was iovaiid and
that the property was now, in reality, the city's. 1fit
was pot, the proprietor would not be o soxious to zel]
it for the sum named, He meved, therefore, that the
sulject be postponed. to await the decision of the
Court. This wus lost.

A J. Blunt moved to strike out $5%3,000 and irsert
$100,000,  Lost,

Ald. Jackson opposed hasty action on the subject,
apd was followed by Ald, MeConkey, who denounced
the project asmost irjurions to the interests of the
city.

Alds Coulter sprung the previous question, which
was canfed, The muain question was thea put, and
the report was adopted on a division, viz:

AFFIRMATIVE—Aldermen Wilson, Corwin Healy, Hof-
miie, Adams, Banta, Griffiths, Steers M-Conuel, Monegbas,
Pullmer, Coolter, Valentive and Drake—i1.

NEGATIVE—Aldermen Hasris, Tucker, Jackson, Bluus,
MeConkey and Owens—8.

And the same was directed 10 be sent to the Board of Couge
rllmes for concurrence.

WHAT WILL THE CoUSCILMER Do !

It is more than probable that the Councilmen will
concur. The men who menege aflaira of this magni-
tude would cot be likely to risk the cootingency of a
igagrecment, which would involve the mare dsager-
ous risk of the exposure of the entire job. Indeed,
the Councilmen bave been practically tested by a ree-
oluticn to advertise for s market site (the entering
wedge employed in the Lowber job) somewhere on
the North River. The resolution, offered by Mr. Has-
well, reads very insinuatingly, sa follows:

the propossis
This wae referred to the Markel Commitles, duly

—

of the

repaited favorabliy, and woot
Whele, Hete the closen fint was manifest
proposttion to « rike otk ' o the vicisity of ¥ ::"EJ“:
atrect ' and insert  botween Twelfth and Portieth
etrects '—thus just coming down to the Gacmyne
I'ne.  Anatewmpt to expange this failed, and the e
tuticn passed, 35 to 14,

But the papers from the Allermes, directics the pa.
purchase of the propasty, take procedencs,
were refarred to the Committes oo Marks
Colyer, Bickford, Daty, Reynolds “‘0!::,..:::
report way Lie expected carly in the present sessi

Let the people watch and wait.  The preteses .“ ~
mesket i avery good fol: but the business of T
building by the city is exploded. aud if the dictatey o
sound policy shouid by any poasibility ever direct gy
ioeal administration, all the markets would be for,.
with sold into private bapds—for why shou'd the gy
build houses for fresh meat and potatoss more thag for
suzar and calicoes !

————————
THE LOWBER JUDGMENT.
——

THE LOWBER JUDGMENT.

SUPREME COURT—Srrciat Tran—Sepl s-mrq.".~
Y PEAk0DY.

the Commistes

Robert W. Lowber age. The ﬁn:meu et al.

In this caze the Judgs this morning rendersd fhy
following opinion: [

Prapopy, J.—An order requiring Mr. Steut, thy
City Chamberlasiv. to appear Lefore the Court, or 4
Justice thervof, and auswer conecrning the property of
{he defendants, in his hands, has been obialved wad
gerved on hiw, and in the return thereof ha
and moves to dismiss the vrder.
judzment debtors of the plaintff, who,
execution on his judgment, has
upce r section UM of the Cede,

haviog imued
this ordey

A stay of proceedings on plaintiffs execation had
been c-hiain«r befare this nurﬂ'. and Mr. Stout movey

to dismise it. 5 )

First, Beonuse it was procured in violation of
that puz. This order i1n nn:d in \ri.olam:l of the
which, by its terms, i« linited to procesdicgs on
ur-vm-n,: This is not on the execution, and the order
staying procesdings in it does not prevent procecdingy
to cnforce the jndgment other than on the execution,
It stays no proveedivgs for the ovollection or eniors
ment of the judgment other than thoee on the exeed.
tion.

Second, Becavse the term jndgment debtor, used
in this aetion, does vot include corporations like the
defepdant in the enit. 'This defendant is & municipal
corporation; apd fhe same languuge, ' judzoest,”
* judgment debtor,” used in rection 202 bag been
held to include only natursl persons, and uot to em-
brace corporstions when they are euch Ju’-
debtors, But the ground for this construction of see-
tiom 242 is not that the tern ,i:t::inﬂ!;ul in not pdnm
applicable to a corperstion, if it have a ju
ag?;iuﬂ it, or such I\?ﬂﬂn-rnliull 2 a judgment dsm
but becanse gection 27!, which relates to the M
examination, an oath, of the debtor. canuot in practice
be enforced ngainst an artiticial being of leginlative
creation, for such a debtor cannot take an oath, A
corporation is pot susceptible of the application of that
remedy, by which the ereditor i authorized 1 se

the conscience of his debtor.

No obisction of the kind oceurs to the npplication
for the examination of s debtor of & judgment deb, if
the order provided for in this section be in the case of
& corporation being the iud-,:mnnt_.debtur, and it is ap.

Jicable as readily se where the judgment debtor pro.
sses to be A natural person, :

Third, That Mr, Stout leing an officer of thie
city, nnd having whatever funds he wmay have of the
city ns its treasurer, is not linble to this pr sweonding;
that bis posscexion is the posscesion of the city, &
that of & clerk §s the possession of his employer. But
his possession 18 pot entirely like that of a clork who
keeps the money in his master's premises in his drawer
or safe, to which the master has coustant accasa, sad
the custody of which is with bim, primarily. —The
clork bas no eustody adverse to his master, and nons
except in subordination to him, If ho has any other
custady or possession, be, too, like the treasursr ofs
corporation, would be lisble to this proceading. If
he as clerk have in his own fon prope
his master, he too way be examined under this ~ection.

Motion to dismiss the order denied

A" HARD" TRIUMPH IN SYRACUSE.
— .

Comreapondoroe of The N. Y. Tribune.
Syxacusk, Sept. 1, 187,
The Hards and Softs had quite & commotion yeeter-
day at their ward caucusses to elect delegates to s
District Convention to select n dalegate to the State
Convention, The candidates for Btate delogate were
Magyor Williston (Soft) and John A. Greem (Hard),
The forces of the respective parties were marshaled
from all quarters, and more labor and money wery
spent than ever known at any previous primacy
meliuqu. The feud between these factions has been
rereasing in virulence aver sinco the city elo-ticn last
Bpring. Certain inyestigations in re
corruption of members of the Council and
sppointments have added fuel to tho fire, uutil thers is
a very bilter fecling existiog among the ** harmonious
Democracy " of our salt city. ' llar’a
party is ityled I:ylh{.-irof ents 'ﬁ
Thieves,” sod in one ward the m ticket was
“ Do on the Forties!” The Harda 'Pl!d naitber
hurd work nor money, and it is said the Hard caadi-
date to the State Convention was up ss eadym 3
o'clock in the moming of the day :f
making arrangements tor the contest. The resn!t was
& decided victory over the Softs.  The Hards carried
#ix o) the eight wards, and claim the sev which
broke u{n in s perfect row—the bellot-box or be
ing kicked ont of the window end the tickets sest-
tered in the street. To-morrow, no doubt, John A.
Green will be elec’ed by the District Conventino the
State Delegate, His partner in business, J. M. Jay-
cox, in & candidate for Canal Commissioner on the
Sl;_llﬁ ﬂr.{‘:‘o Sla
ese Pro-Slavery geotlemen act as though they
thought they might carry the State this fall, but the
Republicans in this section of the Stato will do their
part to prevent any such calsmity befalling our good
Comimonwenlth, Frasa,
———

MARINE AFFAIRS.
——

1OR KL ROPE,

The British ecrew steamer Edinburch, Capt, Cume-
mings, left on Saturday for Glasgow, with 8 cabin
passengers, 71 in the atecrage, and & Iarge and walu-
able freight. Among hor passengers was tle Rev, E,
Kincaid, Missionary to Burmah,

The Vanderbilt line stesmer North Star, Caph
Lefevre, sailed for Southampton and Bremen with 105
passengers and $160,000 in sp-ele,

FOR (ALIFORNIA.

The Star of the West sailed on Saturday with the
mails and passengers for California,

LAUNCH OF THE SHIP REFULUTE.

At 10 o'clock on Saturday morning the ship Resolute
was launched from the yard of Wm. H, Webb, foot of
Bixth street, Enst River, iu the proscnce of severs!
thousands of apectators, She had all ber masts in,
which were gaily dreased with tlags, and the lsunch
was everythiog that could be desired. The Kesolute
in vearly 1,500 tuns burden, 120 feet in len.th, 40 feet
wide and 28 feet deep, built of live and white oak, and
put togetlier as strong 8 iron apd wood cvo meke her,
She is lor Measrs, Willinme & Gulon's Liverpool line
of packets, and makes the eisth slip in their line
which Mr. Webb bas built within the past five yoars.
Sbe is to be commanded by Capt. Frecuso, late of the
ship Silas Wright, which was wrecked uear Liverpool
while in tow of & tteamtug,

et E——y

Edwin Croswell, late of The Albany Argss, now s
resident of Hastings, was on Fridey elected s Delogate
to the 8tate Convention, from the Bceond Assembl;
District of Westchester Cousty.

Gov. Sewanp's ('ncm;—Gor.

Boward toock ap

excelient way to spend some of the hot days. The
party Joft Quebec om the first day of Augast io & ves-
sel chartered by Gov. Seward for the They were

on board twepty-pine d'ﬂi, The was of 1) fucs
L]

burd:n, apd sed al conveniences fur sueh 8o

excursion. The party went ns far s the

Tslands on the coset of Labrador, aod the o

Anticost, regions lying some 400 miles beyood the

z."f"é‘”" of civilization. The excursion, we ar® m"’”

arn, was & most sgreesble oue, The

in excellent health, o e Roeh. St
Mr. Bravvax Resrgsstep.—Evidesce oving

buamhdhm.l‘nt:aiug an is alleged, 8pon Jamet

{
|

O. Brayman the robbery of the
McNally & Co., some three weeks
therefrom lotters couataining
fewn illdill.]l.:. he was
DOERE U. 8. hal Masthews
u. ommissioner Moulton,
itﬂhundmb.sli.mnldﬂ
Burronghs and 0. G, Carter becoming
He in 20w held iz $10,000, on both charges, ) sppear
ob ‘be 7:h patent. [Chicwo Press, Sept. 1
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